
 

 

 

 

May 2016 

Dear  Stakeholder 

A sixth form college for Mid Sussex? We want to hear your views. 

As you will have probably seen in the local media, Central Sussex College has announced that it will 

close its Haywards Heath campus in summer 2017, transfer East Grinstead courses to Crawley and 

withdraw from all A-Level provision across its sites. 

This means that the Haywards Heath and Burgess Hill areas will soon be without secular and non-fee 

paying post-16 provision. Students wishing to undertake A-Level study will have to travel some 

distance and out of the area to access their courses. 

Sussex Learning Trust (formerly Warden Park Academy Trust) is seeking to understand whether 

there is a role we can play in finding a solution for the benefit of local students and we want to 

hear the community’s views. 

Our Trust’s mission is to help deliver the finest educational outcomes for young people in the Mid 

Sussex area. Our schools are happy, successful and oversubscribed. We are strongly governed by 

local people with a passion to ensure that what we deliver is of the highest possible quality. 

We enjoy excellent relationships with all local schools and will seek to work in partnership with them 

to ensure the needs of the district are met. This is an opportunity for the community to grasp hold of 

what local people want and what the area needs. There is an opportunity to link the future 

economic needs of the area with the knowledge and skills employers are seeking, to give young 

people the very best choices in life. 

Our proposed vision for post-16 education is clear: 

 To provide the best learning facility that reflects the very best aspects of the state and 
independent sectors, with World Class teaching. 

 High aspirations and expectations for all students 

 Outstanding guidance and pastoral care, with effective communication with parents 

 A ‘formal’ environment to help prepare students for the world of work 

 Contribution by students to the wider community and expertise drawn from local business 
and services to inspire and inform our students in their future choices 

 

There is much to understand and consider about how a post-16 education facility could work in Mid 

Sussex. We are in close contact with the Department for Education, local Councils and politicians, 



local schools and the Regional Schools Commissioner, who will make the ultimate decision on any 

bid on behalf of the Government. 

In order to assist the Trust’s thinking, we would like to hear from the local community and 

understand what students and parents want, as well as seek your views on our vision for a Sixth 

Form College for Mid Sussex. 

Please take the time to have your say by visiting www.midsussexsixth.com  and complete the short 

questionnaire to help us develop our thinking. 

At this stage there are multiple considerations for the area and the current college site. There would 

be much work to do if a bid to Government is successful and can only happen with the community’s 

support. It is possible that other institutions are considering their positions too. 

We look forward to hearing your views. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Jonathan Morris     Jonathan Ash-Edwards 

Chief Executive      Chairman 

http://www.midsussexsixth.com/

