
Subject: FW: Chief Executive's Bulletin 14 - 13 April 2017 

From: Anna Beams (Anna.Beams@ssalc.co.uk) 

To: 

Date: Thursday, 13 April 2017, 14:29 

Good afternoon,

Please see below the NALC Bulletin from Jonathan Owen, Chief Executive.

Have a great Easter!

Kind regards,

Anna Beams

Office, Training & Events Manager, SSALC Ltd.

Direct Dial: 01273 830204

Working Hours Monday – Friday 0900 to 1700

Suite C Second Floor, Sackville House, Brooks Close, Lewes, East Sussex, BN7 2FZ 
(Registered Address)

SSALC Main Line: 01273 830200

Company No. 8512101 Registered in England

Follow us on twitter!



http://www.sussexalc.org.uk/ http://www.surreyalc.org.uk/
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error you are asked to destroy it and advise us please. Our emails are confidential to the intended 
recipient, are our property and may not be utilised, copied or transmitted to third parties. This 
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From: Jonathan Owen [mailto:Bulletin@nalc.gov.uk] 
Sent: 13 April 2017 13:16
To: NalcMailbox <nalcmailbox@nalc.gov.uk>
Subject: Chief Executive's Bulletin 14 - 13 April 2017

To: National Council Representatives

To: County Associations

To: Direct Access Councils

To: All Committee Members

To: Staff at 109

Dear Colleague

There is some excellent Easter reading on page 33 of today’s Guardian by Susanna Rustin 
advocating the benefits of setting up parish councils in urban areas: “In our divided and 
individualistic society, the pooling of resources by people who want to do things together should be 
supported.  Civil parishes offer a model of local organization that is progressive because it is 
democratic.  And if you believe in public spaces such as playgrounds, libraries and sports pitches, 
there is no better place to make the argument for them than on the ground.”  You can access the 
article on line at https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2017/apr/13/parish-councils-
unlikely-urban-safety-net and you can also consider adding supporting comments!

I had a good meeting with Sarah Richards, new Chief Executive of the Planning Inspectorate, an 
executive agency of the DCLG whose 270 Inspectors deal with around 23,000 cases a year 
including appeals, written representations, examination of plans, national infrastructure projects 
etc.https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/planning-inspectorate/about. This was the first 
meeting with NALC and given the number of contacts at local level and the strong feelings 
planning issues generate we agreed it would be useful to continue the dialogue. I raised with her a 
number of NALC's policy positions on planning and flagged up that we often had feedback that 
parishes feel unlistened to at appeals or in examinations in public or their views received less 



attention than those of lawyers or professional planners.  She undertook to take these comments 
back to the Inspectorate.  We also agreed it would be good to try and produce some advice or 
guidelines on how parishes could best get involved or make representations to maximise their 
influence.  She also hopes to attend our Annual Conference on 30/31 October in Milton Keynes. 

County Officers had a well attended and successful Standards Day on 6 April.  The main  outcome 
was a clear agreement that the current Code of Conduct would benefit from improvements, 
particularly in relation to meaningful sanctions to restore public confidence.  A member of the 
secretariat from the Committee on Standards in Public Life attended as an observer and reported 
that the Committee would be reporting on recommended changes to the Code of Conduct at the end 
of the year.  This will feed into the Government’s review of the Localism Act.  County officers will 
be collecting  evidence to support improvements to the Code over the coming months to feed into 
NALC’s annual conference and then on to the Committee on Standards in Public Life.

Oxfordshire ALC had a meeting of its larger councils yesterday which I attended in Thame.  There 
was an illuminating discussion about referendum principles.  In Oxfordshire, it appears that a good 
proportion of this year’s increase will be due to two local factors – parishes funding children’s 
centres which would otherwise have closed; and councils supporting local bus services.  It was also 
interesting to hear how Thame Town Council  has estimated that less than 2% of its precept 
increase is for traditional Thame services, the rest is for additional services and ones previously 
provided by principal councils.  It would be good to hear from you about what local factors affect 
your county.

Finally there are still some places available at our Good Councillor Spring Conference in 
Farnborough on 26 April.  Its themes are health and well-being, housing and planning and 
devolution. http://www.nalc.gov.uk/library/events/2371-good-councillors-spring-conference-2017-
changeable/file

Have a great Easter break

Jonathan

Like us on Facebook Follow us on twitter 
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