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24th February 2017 

The Chairman 

 

 

Dear Sir/Madam, 
 

I am really pleased to let you know that our flagship ‘Operation Watershed’ initiative 
will continue in the coming financial year in order to help our local communities deal 
with localised flooding issues.  

 
Over the years we know that Operation Watershed really helped our communities, 

and I was particularly delighted to learn that Operation Watershed was recognised by 
the Association of Directors of Environment, Economy, Planning and Transport for 
meaningful devolution among West Sussex communities. 

  
In recognition of the significant benefits Operation Watershed has given, and the 

County Council’s policy to invest in our communities and ‘help people to help 
themselves’, we have put aside another £500,000 over the next 12 months. This is so 

community groups and parish and town councils can bid again to fund new flooding 
projects, helping people to help themselves deal with localised flooding issues. 
 

I am also delighted to inform you that Operation Watershed, in partnership with 
Sussex and Surrey Association of Local Committees (SALC), has purchased licenses 

with Parish Online to all parish and town councils free of charge for the next three 
years. 
 

Parish Online is a GIS mapping system that provides information about assets held by 
the County Council and the Environment Agency. It is a portal to share this 

information with communities. 
The relevance of information and its usage is virtually limitless as far as communities 
are concerned; the package is sufficiently flexible to be focused on local needs. 

 
Of course our initial focus is on helping to support you with local flood resilience 

activities and this portal will certainly provide additional information to help you.  
 
However this is just one small part of what GIS Mapping can do.  

 
It has the potential to support you on mapping your community assets to help fill in 

any missing gaps. The aim is to create a two-way flow of information between your 
community and other authorities which is why we are so supportive of this scheme. 
 

SALC will host a demonstration of Parish Online for parish councils at its West Sussex 
Spring Conference, to be held at the Lodge Hill Centre, Watersfield, Pulborough, RH20 

1LZ on 30 March. 

http://www.westsussex.gov.uk/


 

 
Those involved with Parish Online will be available to answer questions about the 

system at this event. 
 

If you are not already going, details of this can be found by visiting 
http://www.sussexalc.org.uk/. 
 

Beyond the event in March further information about a training programme will be 
available. 

 
If you want more information around the Parish Online project you can email 
operation.watershed@westsussex.gov.uk or you can find out more about Parish 

Online by visiting its website http://gis.getmapping.com/parish-online. 
 

For more information about Operation Watershed, please visit our website 
www.westsussex.gov.uk/watershed  or email 
operation.watershed@westsussex.gov.uk 

 
 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Louise 
 
Louise Goldsmith. 

Leader West Sussex County Council 
Chichester West Division. 
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