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Some Highlights of SDNPA Work – December 2015 

On the Ground 
 Staff and volunteers worked with Natural England to carry out a number of clearance and conservation tasks at 

Kingley Vale National Nature Reserve. 

 Work continued to manage and improve chalk grassland sites across the South Downs with further scrub 

removal and grazing dexter cattle introduced at Mill Hill Nature Reserve.  

 Volunteers carried out woodland coppicing, hedge laying and installation of sign posts on the South Downs Way. 

 Work continued on the health and well-being project with GROW (to connect people who experience 

depression, anxiety, stress and other mental health issues with the countryside), including a ranger-led walk 

around Devil’s Dyke. 

 Conservation work was carried out by staff and volunteers on Kithurst Hill SSSI in West Sussex. 

 Rangers and volunteers in Hampshire carried out 7 days of harvest mouse surveying and found 321 nests – the 

last nest record was of only one in 1999. Staff also worked with five farms within the Selborne Landscape 

Partnership area to carry out harvest mouse habitat sampling.  

 Volunteer rangers and staff cleared scrub and trees around a farm pond in the Seven Sisters Country Park which 

was followed by a talk from Dave Goulson, a bee expert from the University of Sussex. 

 Staff and volunteers cleared scrub in Rewell Wood in partnership with Butterfly Conservation to enhance the 

habitat for the pearl bordered fritillary butterfly. 

 Work was carried out on Jointer Copse near Ditchling to get it back into regular coppice management. 

 Following coppicing work last month in Deeps Copse near Twyford, volunteer rangers installed deer fencing to 

protect the newly cut coppice. This temporary installation will be removed and reused in two or three years 

once the new growth has established. 

 Rangers and volunteers spent a week laying a hedge in Fernhurst. 

(During November 2015 volunteers carried out 85 practical, promotional and training tasks with an overall 476 days 

of volunteer support being given in the South Downs.) 

People and Places 

Learning and Outreach 

 Staff from Treloar School visited the South Downs Centre to plan this year’s work experience for young people 

from the school with disabilities. 
 Staff provided training for outdoor learning providers to help them deliver tourism sessions within the National 

Park context. 

 Staff worked with four trainee teachers from Chichester University to develop new learning resources. 

Sustainable Travel and Access 

 Four finger posts were installed and 250 square metres of screening vegetation were planted along the 

Centurion Way. The Centurion Way was officially opened on 22 December. This multi-user route follows the 

line of the old Chichester to Midhurst railway line in West Sussex.  

Living Landscapes 

Conservation Area Appraisal 

 Castle Goring and Malling Deanery Conservation Area Appraisal and Management Plans went out for 

consultation. 

Secrets of the High Woods 

 A field work App for the Secrets of the High Woods project was finalised and is proving very effective in 

gathering volunteer’s information and feeding it back into the project’s databases. 

Big Chalk LIFE+ 

 The partnership group of the Big Chalk LIFE+ Integrated Project produced the project plan which will take the 

submission of a bid for technical support to the EU in September 2016. 
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Ecosystem Approach 

 The South Downs was one of two UK National Parks interviewed as a contribution towards the EU Pegasus 

Project. The researchers for the project wanted to learn from our experiences of developing the ecosystem 

approach within the South Downs. We were put forward as an exemplar in terms of our work on the 

Partnership Management Plan and the Local Plan. 

Landscape Character 

 Staff met with Hampshire County Council and Natural England to consider the future development of the 

‘Landscape Watch’ project. The project has been developed to use volunteers and crowd sourced data to help 

monitor the way landscape character is changing over time. This may provide us with a useful means to monitor 

the effectiveness of our management plans and local plan policies in the future. Natural England are willing to 

support this as a potential pilot, with a view to rolling it out more widely across the whole National Park. 

Spatial Targeting Research Project 

 Our bid to work in partnership with Oxford University on a NERC (Natural Environment Research Council) 

funded research project was successful. This project will help us develop a GIS based spatial targeting tool based 

upon our ecosystem services mapping work. This will help highlight the best areas in the South Downs for 

investment in green infrastructure. 

Planning and Sustainable Futures 
 The National Park Authority’s Planning Committee approved, in principle, Santon and Lewes District Council’s 

joint plans for the North Street Quarter development. Final permission being granted on this significant 

application will depend on a number of conditions being met and this work has now been delegated to the 

SDNPA’s Director of Planning in conjunction with the Chair of Planning. 

Communications and Engagement 

Media 

 We achieved coverage in the Guardian and Telegraph Travel sections by asking Father Christmas through 

Facebook and Twitter to give us peace on Earth and get GoogleMaps to stop deleting the National Park 

(GoogleMaps also reinstated us). 

Website 

 This month the website received 45,139 visitors. 

Events 

 In 2015 we attended 61 events involving 68 members of staff, 3 Members and 44 volunteers. We estimate that 

we reached an audience of 10,000 people, many new to learning about the National Park. The events highlighted 

our Local Plan consultation, our food and drink work and the special habitats of the South Downs through our 

new giant jigsaw. A hit with children and adults alike. 

Visitor Exhibition in South Downs Centre 

 We have now switched to weekday opening only for the winter season. In November we had 182 visitors to the 

exhibition. 


