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Hurst Meadows Working Group 
Meeting 9:00am 20th November 2019 Village Centre, Hurstpierpoint BN6 9UY 
 
In attendance: 
Allan Brown                          Claire Majsai                      Malcolm Llewellyn 
Georgina Judd                      Nick Sinclair                       Hamish Raby 
 
Objectives 
 
Accessibility – No restrictions for parishioners to use the meadows. Open access to all. 
Landscape Value – Promote wellbeing through beauty and being in nature. 
Safety – A sense of safety and security for all users – making use of open spaces. 
Connectivity – Linking areas of the village such as the High Street, Bramble Park and College Lane via the Meadows. 
Environment – Increasing carbon capture through increased planting and vegetation. 
Biodiversity – Encouraging a wide variety of wildlife, flora and fauna to flourish within the Meadows. 
 
Zoning and character of the Areas 
 
The areas have been zoned up depending on the individual benefits and characteristics of each area. The zones largely 
follow the existing field names with a brief detail of character being listed below: 
 

1. Hovel Field 
This is a relatively small parcel of land that is divided into two smaller triangles. The larger of the two areas 
makes up a buffer zone between the new Bramble Park housing development and North End House. This land 
is subject to a planning requirement to plant 57 native trees. The smaller triangle is currently surrounded by 
hedging, with the western boundary being poor quality. It is proposed that in time, this area will grow on, or be 
planted as woodland – to increase connectivity. It is important that the planting in Hovel Field does not 
compromise the possible proposed routes for access to the Meadows or the cyclepath network. 
- The planting work is set to go ahead in the winter of 2019/20, with species comprising of Alder, Hornbeam, 
Rowan, Oak, Grey Willow, Hazel, Basket Willow Lime and Silver Birch. The exact specification and pricing will 
be circulated outside of the meeting. 
 

2. Edgerley Meadow 
This field sits between Hovel Field, the Bramble Park development and Big Edgerley. The ground is very wet 
during the winter months and the grass is rough with a significant presence of thistle and dock.   
- It is proposed that an 8m strip around the edge of the field is left to allow the Oak saplings to grow up into 
successional woodland and to allow the hedgerows to grow out. This will provide much needed screening for 
the new housing development in the future.  
- The central areas will be assessed in September and any oak saplings that we wish to retain will be staked 
before the grass is cut and baled.  
- A 2m buffer between the central grass areas and the 8m belt will be cut and baled on 2 year rotation. 
- In due course a planting scheme will be decided for the northern side of the southern hedgerow to improve 
connectivity between The Wilderness and Latchetts Lane. 
- Footpaths will be mown as required, with arisings left. 
- Dock and Thistle will be managed as required, either by strimming, pulling or ‘weed wiping’. 
 
In addition to the principals set out above the following points are to be actioned: 
a) TPO’s are placed on notable trees in the northern hedgerow retained by the previous land owner. 
b) The owners of Big Edgerley are notified that we do not permit the hedge to be cut from Parish Council Land 

– and detailing what we are trying to achieve. 
 

3. Fifteen Acres 
Along with Walnut Tree Field, Fifteen Acres is part of the largest field in the Meadows. The field is on a steep 
decline from south to north, with rough grass, thistle and dock throughout. The top of the hill at the southern 
edge borders the Millennium Gardens and St Georges green – giving stunning views of Hurst College to the 
north. The main area of the field will receive an annual cut and will remain open to preserve views and to give 
runners a safe space to exercise. 
- The area to the southern and south-western part of the field, between the St Georges Green and Health 
Centre access points, outside of the walked footpaths, is to be cut regularly during March – September, for use 
as an amenity area. It will be cut in line with the adjoining St Georges Green, with arisings left onsite. 

- The central grassed area inside the footpaths and up to the PROW retained by the previous land owner, will 

be cut and baled in August subject to a ground nesting bird survey. 
- The Footpaths and the track between Little Park Farm and Big Edgerley will be mown as required, with 
arisings left. 
- Dock and Thistle will be managed as required, either by strimming, pulling or ‘weed wiping’. 
In addition to the principals set out above the following points are to be actioned: 
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a) The company maintaining the telephone mast is notified that access is from the Little Park Farm track and 

along the PROW only. 
b) The previous land owner who installed a gate at the eastern end of the Little Park Farm Track is asked to 

move this back to the property boundary. 
 

4. Walnut Tree Field 
This is adjoining Fifteen acres on the north eastern side. The grass quality is much better in this area, although 
ragwort is present.  
- The grassed areas are to be left throughout 2020/21 to see what grows up. This extends to the area 

outside of the footpaths along the eastern boundary, up to the access from St Georges. 
- Dock, Thistle and Ragwort will be managed as required, either by strimming, pulling or ‘weed wiping’. 

 
5. Bellows Nose 

Once an open field, Bellows Nose is now mostly covered in successional woodland, with a narrow avenue 
through the middle.  
- Grassed areas will be cut and baled in September, along with Edgerley Meadow. 

- An avenue will be cut through the trees underneath the powerlines, to prevent future maintenance issues from 

UKPN. This will be carried out before February. 
- The ditch along the northern boundary will be cleared to make sure it is functioning correctly. 
 

6. Buckwilly 
This is the most sensitive area of the Meadows with a large number of properties that look onto the field from 
adjacent gardens. A screening hedge has been planted along the south-western boundary with a heritage 
orchard to the east. A wildflower crescent has been seeded through the centre of the grass. 
- The main grassed area will be cut and baled in September, along with Bellows Nose and Edgerley Meadow.  
- The area to the south and east of the main footpath, adjacent to the new hedging will be left entirely. This is to 
allow the hedging to establish, an unofficial footpath to ‘grow out’ and for tensions in this area to ease. 
- Infill planting will be carried out to the hedging along the Layton Fields boundary. 
- The footpaths will be maintained as required. 

 
7. Heritage Apple Orchard 

An apple orchard has been planted and will soon house 47 fruit trees, in the same style as the old Sussex 
heritage orchards. This includes a row of damsons to the west, a mixed hedge to the east and a wild garden in 
the middle to attract pollinators.  
- Tree maintenance is carried out by Martin Sadler. 
- Maintenance advice for the grass and hedging will be sought from Martin Sadler – with a view for more regular 
strimming of the area around the base of the trees to prevent them being swamped. 
- 12 additional apple trees will be planted in the orchard over the winter. 
- The wild garden in the centre will be re-seeded with a wildflower mix 
 

8.  The Wilderness 
An area of dense woodland that is designated as ancient, although it is not believed to be true ancient 
woodland. There are a number of areas where water collects that are believed to have been clay pits supporting 
local brickworks. This area will be discussed in more detail in due course. 
- Tree works are being carried out over the winter months that will address dangerous trees that could fall into 
3rd party property. 
- Thought will be given to whether the area should be fenced, although it is hoped that scrub growing up around 
the edges will discourage and prevent unauthorized access. 
 

9. Tilley’s Copse 
This is an area of woodland adjacent to Fairfield Recreation ground with a public right of way running through it. 
The area shows a beautiful display of bluebells in the spring and is mainly frequented by dog walkers. This area 
will be discussed in more detail in due course. 
 

10. Millennium Gardens 
This area has been managed by a trust for a number of years but is due to come back to the Parish Council in 
April 2020. The relatively small parcel of land has been split into different areas to achieve different objectives 
such as promoting wildflowers. This area will be discussed in more detail in due course. 

 
11. St Georges Green 

This area has been managed as an informal grassed recreation ground for many years. It directly abuts Fifteen 
Acres along its southern edge. This area will be discussed in more detail in due course. 
 

Where the action is to bale arisings, these will need to be removed by the contractor and taken to a depot that accepts 
such waste. A contact for this has been passed on by MSDC, although costs are high. 
All the discussions of this meeting were annotated on a graphic map of Hurst Meadows, that all members of the group 
took away from the meeting. 


