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MINUTES of the Meeting of the Council held on Thursday 27 April  2017 at 8.00pm in the Village Centre, 

Trinity  Road, Hurstpierpoint.  

Members Present 

Stephen Hand  -  Chairman  
Richard Barker 
Allan Brown   
Rodney Jackson 
Judith Marsh 
Julia Shorrocks 
 

Amanda Geel 
Tony Lank  
Malcolm Llewellyn 
Bob Sampson 
Steve Whitehead 

Also Present:   

Peter Griffiths (WSCC Ward member)  
Colin Trumble (MSDC Ward member  
John Wilkinson (MSDC Ward member). 
Joel Havicon (PCSO)  (until item C16/118) 
Lloyd Backus (PCSO)  (until item C16/118) 
1 Member of the public    
Stephen Hoyles  CLERK TO THE  COUNCIL  
 

The Chairman welcomed Richard Barker and Malcolm Llewellyn to their first Council meeting as Members.   
 

C16/114.  Apologies for absence and declarations of interest:  The following apologies for absence 

were received before the meeting and accepted:  Rosemary Burns,  David Evans,  John Lowman,  Martin 
Machan.  The following declared a personal non-pecuniary interest in item  C16/120.  Planning issues:  (2)  
Kingsland Laines, Sayers Common – planning appeal:  Judith Marsh.  There were no other declarations of 
interest.   

 

C16/115.  Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 23 March  2017:  The Council received and 

accepted the minutes which were then signed by the Chairman.    

RESOLVED:  The Minutes of the Council meeting of 23 March 2017 are approved. 
 

C16/116.  Matters arising from the Minutes of the Council held on 23 March 2017:  There were no 

matters arising from the Minutes which are not covered elsewhere on this agenda.  
 

C16/117.  Adjournment for questions from the public:  The Council considered whether to adjourn the 

Meeting in accordance with clause 70 of Standing Orders in order to receive questions and presentations.   

  RESOLVED:  The Council meeting is adjourned. 
 
PCSO Joel Havicon presented a brief report on local crime matters in March and April 2017.  The Parish 
continues to be a low crime area, but there had been a slight increase in vehicle break-ins, typically trade vans 
carrying tools and goods.  This was noted across the District. The meeting offered comments about poor driving 
standards, particularly in the High Street, and Members were encouraged to report such matters, with vehicle 
number plates, to the Police Operation Crackdown.   
 
The meeting then resumed.   

 
C16/118.  Reports from other authorities:  The Council received verbal reports from representatives of 

other Authorities:  
(1)  Mid Sussex District Council   (MSDC):   It was agreed that any reports relating to the District Plan 

would be considered under item C16/120.  Cllr Colin Trumble and Cllr John Wilkinson reported:  (1)  the Council 
were exploring economic development issues.  (2) The Council’s AGM was to take place 8 May 2017.  (3) A new 
owner had taken over Pondtail Wood (not in this parish) who was taking on the restoration liabilities.  (4) 
Subsidence had appeared in the Grange play area, in the form of a hole near the equipment, which had now 
been filled by the District Council.  The meeting expressed concern that this episode demonstrated problems 
arising from developer’s management companies not fulfilling their duties, in areas which had not been adopted 
by the local authority.   

(2)  West Sussex County Council County Local Committee   (WSCC/CLC) :  Cllr Peter Griffiths did 

not make a presentation due to the current ‘purdah’ on County council elections until 4 May 2017.  Cllr Griffiths 
was not standing for election and the Chairman  expressed the thanks of the Parish Council for his hard work and 
diligence over many years of service for the community.   

(3)  Mid Sussex Association of Local Councils (MSALC) :  Rodney Jackson reported:  (1)  A meeting of 

MSALC had taken place 5  April 2017 at which health and wellbeing issues were discussed.  (2)  NALC had 
expressed its concern about possible future referendum principles being applied to rises in precept above 2%.  
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HMG had said that such proposals were not currently in place, but had indicated that they might be introduced in 
the future.  (3)  The recent Planning Bill had given greater weight to Neighbourhood Plans, but the Chairman  
then asked that Cllr Jackson  encouraged MSALC to press HMG for a better review system for N’hood Plans.  
The current legislation required Plans to be totally reviewed, including a referendum, which was not practical 
when only a modest review was required.  (4)  SSALC had set up  a new system for the recruitment of parish 
council staff, which might be of interest to the Council.   
 

C16/119.  Committee and Working Group minutes:  The Committee Chairmen or, in their absence the 

Vice-chairmen, introduced each Minutes, which the Council was asked to receive and where appropriate, 
consider the RECOMMENDATIONS::  

C16/119.1   Planning Committee (6 April 2017)  
 
C16/119.2  Finance + General Purposes Committee (13 April 2017) 

(1)  Minute F16/088.7  Buildings:  (1) Chantry Stables (sub-lease):  The current tenant Hurst 

Community Charity had sub-let to the Co-op shop until 30 April 2017, with the permission of the Council  (Minute 
C16/057.2  - 27 October 2016).  The Co-op shop  was still in place and a move back into the High Street shop 
was not expected for some time.  The head tenant had therefore asked for permission to extend the sub-lease 
until 31 October 2017.   The Committee agreed to RECOMMEND to Council that the permission be extended.  In 
addition, Co-op had requested that a second telephone line be installed (at their expense) to facilitate card 
payments.  (Ref:  Hurst Community Charity email 13 April 2017;  Co-op email  23 April 2017 – telephone line)  )   

RESOLVED:  (1)  Permission is granted to Hurst Community Charity to extend the sub-
let of Chantry Stables to Co-op Group Estates until 31 October 2017 on the same terms 
as the current sub-let.  (2) Permission is granted to Co-op Estates to install a second 
telephone line.   

 

C16/119.3   Parkland Management Committee (21 March 2017)  
 

C16/120.  Planning issues:   
(1)  Mid Sussex District Plan Examination:  Council noted that there had been an exchange of letters 

between the District Plan Inspector ( Mr J Bore) and MSDC regarding housing targets, and that MSDC had 
explained to the Inspector that they now hold a 5-year housing land supply which is consistent with the current 
target of 876 dpa.  It was also noted that MSDC had agreed to reallocate 5Ha of land at West Farm, south of the 
A2300 at St Pauls School, from employment use to housing, representing about 150-170 dwellings which would 
be within the Parish area.  This was not as allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan and had been previously 
opposed by the Parish Council.  It had been explained that this allocation improved the housing delivery rate by 
the Northern Arc consortium, and therefore contributed to MSDC meeting its 5-year housing land supply.  
Further, the numbers would be added to the MSDC targets for the parish area, which reduced the requirement for 
additional numbers in the 5-7 year term.  However, it was noted  that, if the District Plan required a ‘step-up’ in 
housing delivery after the 5-7 timeframe in order to meet unmet need from Crawley and Horsham, then further 
allocations would be required across the District, including this Parish.   (Ref:  MSDC ltr to  J Bore  7 April 2017;  
NEXUS planning ltr to MSDC 27 February 2017)   
 

(2)  Kingsland Laines, Sayers Common – planning appeal:  Council noted that this matter related to 

the application for 120 houses, which was not part of the Neighbourhood Plan, was recommended for refusal  by 
the Council, and refused by the Planning Authority.  A previous appeal and enquiry resulted in the Secretary of 
state dismissing the appeal and supporting the Neighbourhood Plan.  Following a series of judicial reviews, the 
matter was referred again to the Secretary of State who agreed to hold a further enquiry.  Council was asked to 
note that the Council’s Proof of Evidence has been submitted for the enquiry dated 11 May 2017.  (Ref:  Dowsett 
Mayhew  PoE  Kingsland Laines  -12 April 2017;  MSDC Ref: 12/03972;    Planning Inspectorate ref:  
APP/D3830/A/12/2189451)   

 

C16/121.  Annual Parish Meeting – 7.30pm  23 May 2017:  The Council noted and commented on the 

arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held in the Village Centre, Hurstpierpoint, and noted the 
minutes of the meeting held 24 May 2016.  It was agreed that the following topics are raised:   

 District Plan 

 Parkland proposals 

 Streetscene proposals 
 (Ref: Annual Parish Meeting 24 May 2016 – Minutes) 
Council was also asked to note that the draft Annual Report and Accounts for the period to 31 March 2017 would 
be considered by Finance + General Purposes Committee at its meeting on 11 May 2017.  The Report would 
then be considered for adoption by Council on 18 May 2017 and then presented to the Annual Parish Meeting 23 
May 2017.   

RESOLVED:  The Council notes the arrangements for the Annual Parish Meeting 2017.  
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C16/122.   Information items, correspondence received and requests:    The Council noted:  

(1)  NHS Horsham + Mid Sussex  Newsletter  Spring 2017:  
(2)  NALC Bulletin  13 April 2017   

(3) South Downs National Park  Authority:  Parish Member appointment:  (REF:  SSALC ltr  11 April 

2017)  

(4)  Sussex Police Chief Constable - SSALC  meeting:  The meeting is to take place 19 May 2017 and 

specific questions are to be raised with SSALC by 5 May 2017.   The Council repeated its concern about the 
reduced presence of PCSOs .   (Ref:  SSALC email 3 April 2017)    
(5)  Facebook:  The Parish Council now has a Facebook  account open:  Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common 

Parish Council.   
(6)  ‘Your Call 2017’ – Ambulance services:  Invitation to a presentation about South East coast Ambulance 
Services, 4.00pm  Tuesday 16 May 2017,  Make Ready Centre, Tangmere, WEST SUSSEX.  (Ref:  SSALC 
email 19 April 2017) 
 
 
There being no other business the Chairman closed the Meeting at  9.35 pm.  
 
 Chairman 
 
 


