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BRIEFING NOTE  
 
MSDC District Plan – Site Allocations DPD process 
 
 

1.  The purpose of this Note is to collate recent background information of the MSDC housing site selection process , as 

part of its obligations under the District Plan 2018.   
 

2.  Extract from MINUTES of the Meeting of the STRATEGIC POLICY WORKING GROUP  held at 7.30pm 

on Wednesday 25 July 2018 held in the Village Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint.  
 

SP18/05.  MSDC Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA):  The Working 

Group considered the SHELAA sites submitted in the Parish area and to confirm the next steps in the process.  The list of 
SHELAA sites was published by MSDC April 2018 and contained all the potential  housing and employment sites submitted 
by developers and landowners for consideration.  This information would feed into the MSDC Site allocations DPD 
appraisal and a District Council Working Party was currently reviewing the information.  It was expected that the findings, 
showing sites for further consideration, would  be published for consultation  in early 2019.  Meanwhile the Parish Council 
had the opportunity of contributing to the review by holding discussions with the planning officers.  It was agreed that this 
opportunity would be taken, but that the Working Group would confirm its key criteria in relation to the existing 
Neighbourhood Plan.    
 
The Working Group was critical of the SHELAA  process, regretting that the list had been published with some commentary 
which could suggest that some sites were already favoured, without adequate analysis having been undertaken.   
 
In discussion it was noted that MSDC had indicated, and the District Plan 2018 supported, that a further 2500 to 3000 
houses would be required in the period 2023-31, for which no sites had been allocated across the District.  It was further 
understood that the strategy would be broadly to allocate according to a ‘settlement hierarchy’ whereby the largest 
settlement would take the largest allocations, cascading down  to the smallest settlements.  By this measure Burgess Hill 
would be expected to be allocated a significant number.  The Working Group also noted the considerable investment and 
HMG support being directed at the Burgess Hill area, and the strong indications that it was seen as a high priority 
economic hot-spot, which further strengthened the view that the Burgess Hill area was expected to take more 
development.  
 
The Working Group considered the potential impacts on the Parish and acknowledged the considerable pressures for 
further development.  After discussion the following response was agreed: 
(1)  That Hurstpierpoint village had already experienced significant new housing growth, as in the current Neighbourhood 
Plan, and any further housing development in the environs of Hurstpierpoint would be opposed.  In particular the SHELAA 
sites 575, 19 and 13 were strongly opposed.   
(2)  That Sayers Common still experienced a deficit of infrastructure, in particular inadequate surface water drainage and 
lack of a primary school.  Further incremental housing development was strongly opposed.  If MSDC identified the village  
for significant strategic development then this would have to be accompanied by a committed infrastructure programme 
and funding.  Nevertheless, it was felt that the local community would not wish  for significant growth, even if it was able to 
provide the infrastructure improvements.   
(3)  The suggested allocations west of Burgess Hill (site 740) were a concern, and the potential impacts on the Parish, 
including traffic growth in the lanes, flood risk, and effects on the landscape were all noted.   
 
(REF:  Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) MSDC  April  2018 ;  Map  Parish Area 
SHELAA MSDC  April  2018) 

 
 
3.  Extract from CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES of the Meeting of the STRATEGIC POLICY WORKING 
GROUP  held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 9 October 2018 held in the Village Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint.  

 
SP18/015.  MSDC Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) and Site 
Allocations DPD:  Further to the previous report to the Working Group, MSDC held a briefing of Town and Parish  

Councils  on Monday 8  October 2018 attended by the Clerk.  The initial SHEELA  longlist of over 230 proposed sites for 
housing and employment had been subjected to a first sieve to  eliminate those sites which did not conform to the District 
Plan spatial strategy and settlement hierarchy policies.  This resulted in the deletion 91 sites from the list.  This was 
reported to the MSDC Scrutiny Committee  25 September 2018.  The Working Group was advised that the following 
housing sites were deleted: 740 (west Burgess Hill), 798, 797, and 601, 795, 796, 797 (all Sayers Common).  All  
remaining sites would now be subject to further analysis to reduce to those proposed for allocation.  The currently 
remaining sites would provide for around 10,000 houses, whereas the District Plan requirement was for about 2,500, 
therefore three-quarters of the sites were likely to be eliminated in the next round.   
 
From this outcome it was evident that West Burgess Hill would not come forward in the District Plan period, and that there 
would be no significant increase at Sayers Common.  This left three significant sites around Hurstpierpoint:  19 (College 
Lane, 40 houses), 13 (Kemps Farm, 90 houses),  and 575  (Little Park. NE Hurstpierpoint, 200 houses).  After discussion 
the Working Group agreed that none of these options were desirable and that previous evidence had been obtained to 



 

 HURSTPIERPOINT           SAYERS COMMON 
                       PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 

 

 

   & 
reject sites 19 and 13.  It was agreed that consideration would be given to obtaining a landscape assessment of site 575, 
including its impact on the settlement pattern and the College.  It was further suggested that Hurstpierpoint College would 
be asked to join in appointing a professional landscape adviser.  Any evidence would be presented to MSDC before they 
finalised their next shortlisting.   
 (REF:  Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment (SHELAA) MSDC  April  2018;  Map  Parish Area 
SHELAA MSDC  April  2018   ATTACHED;  MSDC Site Allocations development Plan strategy report to Scrutiny 
Committee 25 September 2018)) 
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