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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

7.30 p.m.  Tuesday 24 May 2016 
 

at the Village Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Introduction by the Chairman 
 

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  held on 26 May 2015 
 

3. Annual Report of the Council  -  presented by the Chairman 
 

4. Financial Report of the Council  -  presented by the Clerk 
 

5. Parish Plan 2016-21 
 

6. High Street Economy 
 

7. Parkland proposals 
 

8. Open forum for the public  
 

9. Closing remarks by the Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chairman of the Council  
May 2016  

************* 
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MINUTES of the ANNUAL PARISH MEETING held on Tuesday 26 May 2015 at 7.30 pm at 
the Village Centre, Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 
 
Present:         
Stephen Hand  (Chairman of Council) 
Allan Brown  (Vice-chairman of council ) 
9  other Parish Councillors 
The Clerk, two Assistant Clerks, Maintenance Officer and Cemetery Officer 
34  Members of the public 

 
1. Introduction by the Chairman:  The Chairman welcomed those present and introduced the councillors 

attending the meeting.  The two new councillors were particularly introduced and special thanks were expressed 
to those who had retired, including Sue Bourn who was  present at the meeting.  The Chairman introduced 
councillor and past Chairman John Wilkinson, who had recently been also elected to Mid Sussex District Council.   
It was noted that apologies had been received from County Councillor Peter Griffiths and Parish Councillor Judith 
Marsh.   
 

2. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting  held on 29 May 2014:   The Minutes were approved as 

a true record and signed by the Chairman.   

 
3. Annual Report of the Council  2014/15:  The  Chairman Stephen Hand presented the Annual 

Report for the Year 2014/15.  Thanks were expressed to past Chairman John Wilkinson for his work over the 
previous three years.  Stephen Hand then described the challenging past year, with its emphasis on strategic and 
large scale planning issues, including the ‘calling-in’ by the Secretary of State for Local Government of three large 
planning applications (Little Park/Highfield Drive,  College Lane, and Kingsland Laines) and the subsequent public 
enquiries and decisions in favour of the Neighbourhood Plan proposals.  It was noted that two of the 
Neighbourhood Plan identifies sites at Chalkers Lane had started construction.  The Chairman acknowledged that 
the planning permission for the Little Park development did impact on some residents.  The Chairman explained 
the cooperation with the local PCSO and police, and noted that low crime rates in the area.  There had been a 
number of grants made to local organisations and it was hoped that more groups would apply to the Council for 
funds.  The Council had recently granted £35,000 to the Sayers Common Village Hall, to enable the completion of 
the extension.  The programme of upgrading the Council’s streetlights was progressing, as were the replacement 
and addition of seats and noticeboards.  There were larger projects in the planning stage, including the High 
Street Improvements, Pitt Lane upgrade, and the development of the South Avenue childrens’ play area, all of 
which would be explained later in the meeting.  The Chairman concluded by thanking all Council Members, the 
Committee Chairmen, and the Clerk and staff team, for their work in the past year.   
 

4. Financial Report of the Council:  The Clerk to the Council presented the audited Annual Accounts for 

the Year 2013/14, the draft Accounts for the Year 2014/15,  and the revenue budget for 2015/16.  In 2013/14 the 
Council had a deficit of £63,000  due to one-off expenditure on Neighbourhood Plan, High Street Improvements 
design, and professional planning advice on response to applications for large developments.  In 2014/15 the 
expected large capital expenditure on the high Street and new parkland did not come forward, and the actual 
expenditure was much less than budgeted.  Correspondingly, the income from s106  development-related funds 
was also not received.  The overall effect was a small surplus in the Year of £11,000.  For 2015/16 the planned 
budget shows considerable income from s106 funds, and corresponding expenditure on the delayed High Street  
and parkland works.  The Council was also planning to carry out the South Avenue play area development.  
Although large s106 funds were expected, some of these were ‘commuted sums’ intended for the long-term 
maintenance of the parkland and would therefore remain in the Council’s funds for the time being.  The Clerk 
explained that the Council only received money that was locally raised, with no grants from central government or 
local government.  The typical Council Tax for the Parish was just over £60 per year for each household.  The 
Council’s finances were in good order, with no significant borrowings or outstanding liabilities.  There were no 
questions from the meeting on finance issues.  
 

5. New projects:  The Chairman introduced the following: 

South Avenue Playground: Cllr Julia Shorrocks explained that it was planned to extend the existing play area and 
to introduce more contemporary and innovative equipment.  The existing equipment was nearing the end of its 
useful life and required replacement.  An expensive aspect of the scheme was the ground cover, which needed 
particular treatment.  It was hoped to undertake the development in early 2016.   
Sayers Common Village Hall:  John Wilkinson advised that the Council had taken a loan of £35,000 from the 
Public Works Loan Board at a very low interest rate and repayable over 5 years, and then made a grant to the 
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Village Hall committee to enable the extension and improvements to be completed.  The front of the building was 
the now very successful village community shop.   
Pitt Lane upgrade:  Cllr John Lowman explained that the residents had been consulted and plans were being 
prepared to improve the alignment of the road, particularly the unmade section, and it was expected to carry out 
the works in autumn this year.   
‘Hurst Meadows’ parkland:  The Clerk said that the first stage of the country open space was about 12 acres of 
parkland around the new development of 17 houses north of Highfield Drive.  As part of the planning permission, 
the Council had negotiated to receive the land and a commuted sum of £97,000.  It was expected that the land 
would be transferred to the Council later in 2015 and the preparatory works for its use as a conservation area 
would be completed in mid 2016.   
 

6. Council’s business plan – Community Life:  :   The Chairman asked Cllr Matthew Stokes to 

explain the plan.  The Council’s current Parish Plan (Community Life 2011-16)  was coming to the end of its 
period  and a new Plan would be prepared this year.  The matters addressed would be new projects and 
initiatives, but not land development which was the business of the Neighbourhood Plan.  It was hoped that 
residents would take the opportunity of contributing towards the development of the business plan.  Cllr Stokes 
took the opportunity of recounting the recent experiences about street-naming on the new Chalkers Lane 
development, and explained his desire that past notable village residents should be recognised, particularly local 
women.  The developers had taken some persuading but had eventually agreed to the proposals, and several 
new local names would be shortly appearing.   
 

7.  PARISH 2013  Neighbourhood Plan:  The Chairman reminded to the meeting about the successful 

referendum on the Council’s Neighbourhood Plan, on 12 February 2015, with a 42% turnout and a 92% support.  
The Plan had since been formally ‘made’ by the local planning authorities.  The Plan had established a number of 
important planning principles for the Parish area, including the role for ‘local gaps’ between villages.  Over the last 
year there had been decisions on three significant planning applications, which had all been judged against the 
then emerging Neighbourhood Plan.  An application for 90 homes at College Lane  had not been supported by 
the Neighbourhood Plan, although the District Council elected to grant permission.  However, the Secretary of 
Sates (DCLG) had ‘called-in’ the application, a public enquiry had followed, the Planning Inspector recommended 
refusal on local gap grounds, and the application was refused.  Proposals for 140 homes at Little Park and 17 
homes at Highfield Drive had been part of the Neighbourhood Plan, but was rejected by the District Council.  
Again, the Secretary of State had ‘called-in’, a public enquiry resulted in the Inspector recommending permission, 
which was then granted.  The third application for 120 homes at Sayers Common was rejected by the 
Neighbourhood Plan, and by the District Council, but recommended for permission by the Planning Inspector.  
The Secretary of State had overruled and refused permission.  However, in this case the applicant had sought a 
Judicial Review, and the judgement had just been published this month, saying that the Secretary of State should 
reconsider his decision, which was now awaited.  The Chairman again acknowledged the potential impact of the 
Little Park development in particular, on residents in the immediate area.  He then raised the issue of the District 
council’s emerging District Plan, which was expected to go the public examination later this year.  Concerns 
existed that, until the new Plan was adopted, all planning decisions had to take account of the  Government’s 
planning requirement for a ‘5-year housing land supply’.  Until the District Council could demonstrate satisfactory 
revised lower targets, they were under considerable pressure to grant new permissions.   
 
8.  Traffic and parking issues:  The Clerk  explained that the High Street Improvements Scheme, which had 
been in planning for more than 5 years, had been delayed in the last few months due to procedural reasons in the 
County Council, but was now expected to proceed in August this year.  Recent successes on the part of the 
Parish Council had been the request for parking restrictions around junctions in Trinity Road, and in the area of 
Albourne Road, around the allotments and the junction with Western Road.  Improved traffic flow and better 
sightlines had resulted from these changes.  Concerns still remained about increasing demand for parking in the 
central area of Hurstpierpoint.  The Clerk explained that the growing use of the Health Centre, St Lawrence 
School, and the changing nature of businesses in the high Street, all contributed to local commuter parking.  It 
was intended to carry out a survey of carparking in the autumn of 2015, to try and understand the issues.  A 
search was continuing for an additional carpark close to the village centre, but so far without success.   
 

9.  Open forum for the public:  The Chairman took open questions from the meeting and the following 

matters were raised:   
(1)  Carparking on Manor Road:  There was considerable congestion with all-day parking.  Could ‘residents –only’ 
parking be investigated ?  Answer: It was agreed that this would be considered by the Council’s Working Group.  
(2)  Trinity Road:  A previous suggestion that  the grass verge be removed, to widen the road and allow 2-way 
traffic.  Answer: It was noted that this had been referred to the Highway Authority, but the question would be 
raised again.   
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(3)  High Street Improvements Scheme:  It was suggested that it would not work and that it was not a good use of 
public money.  Traffic lights would be a better solution.  Answer: It was explained that the use of traffic lights had 
be explored but was not technically feasible.  
(4)  Parking enforcement:  they was a need for much improved enforcement.  Answer:  a small team of traffic 
wardens were run by MSDC for the whole District.  The Parish Council had pressed for more resources.   
(5)  Carparks:  A suggestion of two areas of land off Trinity Road.  Answer:  these would be investigated.  
(6)  High Street Improvements:  Concerns about how the road closure would affect access.  Answer:  pedestrian 
access to all areas would be available.   
(7)  Sayers Common Village Hall:  What payback arrangements were in place?  Answer:  The £35,000 funds 
were  grant from the Council to the Village Hall committee, and no payback was required.   
 
 

10.  Closing remarks by the Chairman:   
The Chairman thanked all those attending and noted that he was pleased to see public participation in many 
aspects of the local community.   The meeting closed at  9.00  pm.   
 
 

Chairman     ************* 
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   HURSTPIERPOINT &  SAYERS COMMON  PARISH COUNCIL 

 
2.  Chairman’s Report    
 
Since last autumn the Parish Council has been working on the new Community Plan that will shape our priorities 
for work and expenditure over the next few years. The plan, which is based on what you told us in the 
questionnaires we sent out, has been delivered to every household and will be explained in more detail at the 
Annual Parish Meeting.  
 
As well as specific proposals there is an underlying theme in the plan of the Parish Council trying to engage more 
effectively with residents of the Parish. We believe we have improved our communications through our 
newsletters, upgraded website, and new noticeboards and this improvement was borne out by the responses to 
our questionnaire with over 60% of respondents giving a favourable answer.  The survey also showed us that we 
still have a way to go.  Although opinion on the High Street scheme to improve pedestrian safety is still fairly 
evenly divided it is clear to us that we could have done better in carrying people with us as to why we undertook 
such a major piece of work.   We are all determined to do better at engagement in the future and the Community 
Life Plan is a step in that direction. The Parish Council is, for example, proposing to work more closely with local 
traders to support the local economy,  engage local people and societies in the management of the new ‘Hurst 
Meadows’ open space and set up volunteer groups with the aim of bringing support to the more isolated people in 
our parish.  
 
The last year has seen a number of our projects completed  

 Sayers Common now has its renovated Village Hall  

 Hurstpierpoint High Street pavements widened and a 20mph speed limit introduced 

 Hurstpierpoint Village Garden has been enhanced  

 Pitt Lane road surface permanently improved  

 South Avenue children’s play area extended and new equipment installed by July this year. 

 Seven benches were replaced and four new noticeboards were erected. 
 
And a number are ongoing including  

 Investigating ways of improving Hurstpierpoint parking availability for village shoppers   

 Replacing all of the 119 street lights that we own with more energy efficient ones,  

 Working with WSCC to manage traffic speeds and parking in Cuckfield Road,  

 Establishing the ‘Hurst Meadows’ parkland areas as a valuable parish amenity  

 Working with Local Planning Authority to extend the existing Conservation Areas 

 Continuing support for the Improvement of the facilities at Fairfield Recreation Ground, 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan which was adopted in 2015 has continued to prove its worth in the last twelve months. 
The vision set out in the plan and the policies that support it have been cited by the Secretary of State for Local 
Government and Communities in rejecting a plan to build 120 houses at Sayers Common and by the Planning 
Inspectorate in rejecting a plan to build 110 houses in the gap between Hurstpierpoint and Hassocks. We will 
continue to work hard to use the weight of the Neighbourhood Plan to resist new attempts at extensive and 
unwanted development particularly in the vulnerable countryside in the North of our parish.  In addition to our own 
Neighbourhood Plan the Parish Council has also worked hard in the last year to support MSDC in its efforts to 
secure a District wide plan without which our villages continue to be at risk from unwanted over development.  We 
look forward to a successful outcome to his work later in 2016.  
 
During the year the Council was delighted to be able to congratulate Councillor Rosemary Burns on the award of 
a British Empire Medal in the New Year Honours list. All Councillors and Staff have had a busy year and I am 
especially indebted to Allan Brown, who has been Vice-Chairman this year and an unceasing source of support, 
together with Committee Chairmen Judith Marsh (Planning & Environment), John Lowman (Strategy), Bob 
Sampson (Community Affairs), Julia Shorrocks (South Avenue Rec Project), and Tony Lank (Traffic and Parking). 
I should also of course thank our Parish Clerk, Stephen Hoyles and his hard working team for all of for their 
diligence and professionalism in their respective areas of activity.  
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Two members of Council, Ceri O’Connell and John Wilkinson, resigned as Councillors earlier this year. I wish to 
thank each for their contribution to the Council’s work and pay particular tribute to John Wilkinson’s achievements 
as Councillor, Vice Chairman and Chairman of this Council over the past 11 years. During the year we have 
welcomed two new Councillors, Pam Mitchell and Martin Machan, who I am sure will contribute to what will be a 
further period of busy activity by the Parish Council next year and beyond.  

 
Stephen Hand – Chairman of Council 
 

 

 
3.  Reports of the Chairmen of the Committees 
 
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS COMMITTEE       
 
It has proved a busy year for this committee, mainly because of the work needed to bring the Parish Community 
Life Plan 2016-2021 into being. The Plan, out for public consultation from May 15th to June 17th, has been drawn 
from the results of the Questionnaire that was distributed in November 2015 and will provide an opportunity for 
the community to help bring the plan to fruition. A presentation of the Plan will be given at the Annual Parish 
Meeting. 
 
This committee holds the brief of allocating small grants from a pre-determined budget, to various bodies and 
organisations that help make our community’s life more fulfilling. Grant applications are considered at every 
Community Affairs Committee meeting throughout the year and Grant Application Forms can be obtained from 
the Parish Office. Beneficiaries this past year have included: Hurstpierpoint Traders Association, St Lawrence 
Fair, the Woodland, Flora & Fauna Group, Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common Twinning Association, Cancervive, 
ReMEmber, St Catherine’s Hospice and Victim Support. Larger grants, such as the one to Hurst Festival, are the 
responsibility of the Full Council. 
 
The Community Affairs Committee is also responsible for administering the Albourne Road Allotments. These are 
all being worked and there is a small waiting list ready for any that become free. 
 
Hanging flower baskets in the High Street and one outside the Sayers Common Community Shop are paid for by 
this committee under its charge to uphold and improve the attractiveness of the village. 
 
We have had various presentations to the committee during the year and these included one on youth 
involvement by Kelly Balmer, Member of UK Youth Parliament for Horsham and Mid Sussex, who has offered to 
help should we decide to set up a Youth Council for the Parish. Another was from Sarah Lord Soares telling us 
about Community 21, a joint project by Action In Rural Sussex and University of Brighton. This would be an on-
line public resource that will give support to local groups and organisations to get a picture of economic viability 
and other factors within the local community. 
 
All in all, 2015/16 has been a good year for this committee and we hope that parishioners have felt the benefit of 
some of our actions. 
 

Bob Sampson  –  Committee Chairman 
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PLANNING COMMITTEE        
Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common Parish Council is a Statutory Consultee for the Local Planning Authority 
(LPA), Mid Sussex District Council (MSDC). They must take the Parish Council’s recommendations into 
consideration as part of their decision making process. Sometimes their decision is as we recommend, 
sometimes it is not.  Our meetings are held in Public but are not Public Meetings. Members of the public and 
those promoting development are most welcome to attend our meetings. People can come to listen or to speak at 
our meetings either to ask a question, support or oppose planning applications on our agenda.  
 
The agendas for our monthly Planning Committee Meetings usually contain a long list of planning applications. 
This Council Year in order to use our committee time more efficiently and effectively we agreed to split the 
agenda items into two categories, Planning Applications delegated to Committee Chairman and Vice Chairman, 
in accordance with Minute P15/036. The recommendations are reported to the committee meeting. Typically 
items in this category are less complex for example single storey extensions, tree work and Porches. The second 
category is, Committee Decisions, for all other items coming before us in the month.  This separation allows the 
committee more time to debate in depth the various elements of an application in order to make their 
recommendations.   
 
We began this year with our 'made' Neighbourhood Plan , NP2031 Hurstpierpoint & Sayers Common. We have 
been using our made policies when making our recommendations to our LPA. A decision matrix has helped us to 
decide whether on balance an application satisfies our NP2031. Sadly as our year comes to a close the issue of 
Mid Sussex District Council and its lack of a 5 year land supply has been given greater weight than our NP 2031. 
In  addition we have been informed that we cannot allocate sites in Sayers Common in spite of the consultation 
which was held in September of 2015. Until the Mid Sussex District Council Plan has successfully past its 
examination the five year land supply issue will remain. We remain concerned about desk based decisions in 
respect of Highways, Drainage and Sustainability and have requested site visits by officers. We have also 
requested that Planning Applications are not viewed in a vacuum and that the Cumulative Impacts of 
development are reviewed. We are mindful of Construction Management Traffic issues and will request plans for 
small developments as conditions which recognise the impact on key roads. 
 
Committee Members have to continually update their planning knowledge. They have to prepare for our meetings 
by familiarising themselves with each application reading through many documents. I thank members for their 
time and effort, especially on the dark, windy and wet evenings.   
 
I would like to thank Stephen Hoyles and Charlotte Kempson for clerking our meetings which can often be lengthy 
and range from single dwellings to large developments. 
 

Judith Marsh   -  Committee Chairman 
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4.  List of Councillors and Officers of the Council 2015/16 
 
Councillors:    

 
1. Cllr  Stephen Hand (Chairman)  
2. Cllr Allan Brown (Vice-Chairman) 
3. Cllr Rosemary Burns 
4. Cllr David Evans 
5. Cllr Rodney Jackson 
6. Cllr Tony Lank 
7. Cllr John Lowman 
8. Cllr Martin Machan  (Co-opted  26 November 2015) 
9. Cllr Pam Mitchell  (Co-opted   18 June 2015) 
10. Cllr Ceri O’Connell  (resigned  31 July 2015)  
11. Cllr Judith Marsh 
12. Cllr Bob Sampson 
13. Cllr Julia Shorrocks 
14. Cllr Matthew Stokes  
15. Cllr John Wilkinson  (resigned 5 April 2016)  
16. Cllr Steve Whitehead 

 
 

Council Officers:  
 
Mr Stephen Hoyles – Clerk to the Council 
Mrs Roberta Taylor (Assistant Clerk) 
Mrs Charlotte Kempson (Assistant Clerk)  
Mr Paul Mayne (Assistant Clerk) 
Mr Cliff Everest (Parish Maintenance Officer) 
Mr Richard Lechmere (Cemetery Officer)  
 

Communication:   
 

All Councillors and Officers can be contacted through the Parish Office:   
 
tel:    01273 833264 
 
email:    hurstpierpoint.pc@btinternet.com 
 
postal address:   Parish Office, Village Centre 
   Trinity Road, Hurstpierpoint 

WEST SUSSEX  BN6  9UY 
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