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The Improvements Scheme is substantially within the Parish Council’s administrative area.  For a number 
of years we have taken a strong and active interest in development and planning matters affecting our 
area, including the delivery of one of the first Neighbourhood Plans in the country.  

The Parish Council reviewed its position at its meeting 25 October 2018.  In principle we support the 
Improvements Scheme as it facilitates the ‘Northern Arc’ housing and employment masterplan around 
Burgess Hill, properly linking traffic to the arterial routes in the County.  However, there are matters of 
detail on which we wish to comment:  

1.  Non-vehicular links:  We are keen that existing routes for pedestrians (footpaths), bridleways and cycle 
routes are not severed or significantly impeded.  In particular the north-south routes provided by the minor 
roads, Stairbridge and Bishopstone  Lanes.  The provision of safe crossing points is essential.  The 
Scheme presents opportunities to enhance non-vehicular links and we encourage this approach, in 
particular providing clear links into the Burgess Hill ‘Green Circle’ public open space.  

2.  Impact on minor roads:  we are concerned that the effects of the Scheme will be to cause local traffic to 
find alternative routes in order to shorten their journey.  For example, the Bolney Grange Industrial exiting 
traffic will be tempted to run north in Stairbridge Lane, rather than the circuitous route proposed.  Also, 
exiting traffic from the new Business Hub (adjacent to Cuckfield Road) will be tempted to run  south on 
Cuckfield Road.  In both cases mitigation methods are suggested at the junctions, to force existing traffic 
onto the A2300.  

3.  Landscaping: The Scheme passes through an area of countryside landscape value, comprising varied 
field patterns hedgerows, copses and a range of wildlife habitats.  We are disappointed that a full EIA was 
not undertaken for this scheme, and raised this matter at an earlier consultation briefing, but we are keen 
to ensure that full landscaping, by reinforcing indigenous planting, is provided wherever practicable 
alongside the road, to protect and enhance visual and habitat impact.  

Stephen Hoyles
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