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BRIEFING NOTE 
 
Village Garden Feedback from the Autumn Newsletter  
 

The autumn newsletter was distributed in December and we received the below feedback from two residents:  

(1) I have just read the intentions for the Village Garden in your newsletter and would like to make the following 
suggestion. 

Planting Box (Buxus sempervirens or Buxus maculata) is potentially going to be a maintenance issue, and a waste of money. 
Buxus are have been suffering for some years now from both Box blight and Box caterpillar, which are becoming endemic in 
London and the South East.  The cultural controls for these conditions are not particularly effective, and the most effective 
sprays are neonicotinoids.  There are many alternative plants which would give the similar aesthetics, such as Lonicera 
pileata,Lonicera nitida ‘Baggesons Gold’, Ilex crenata, Taxus baccata ‘Repandens’ etc.  Links to information pages below. 

 https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?pid=760 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/advice/profile?PID=1005 

https://www.rhs.org.uk/my-account/articles/alternatives-to-box 

I work for the Royal Horticultural Society as a Horticultural Advisor, and spend a lot of my time updating our web advice with 
the latest research and advising people on this matter, and the current advice from the RHS is essentially, plant something 
else in London and SE. 

(2) Thanks for the notification about the village garden planting in the Autumn 2019 newsletter. This is a plea on the side of 
pollinators to include plants that are going to be beneficial as food sources. There is a lovely colony of Yellow-legged Mining Bees that 
nest in the banks surrounding the bus stop, so it would be good to see these protected from digging and damage. They are not harmful in 
any way, and are only active as flying adults for a few weeks of the year.  
 
A few thoughts on plants/plant families that would be good for the Yellow-legged Mining Bees and other solitary bee and pollinator 
species are below. It isn't exclusive but hopefully gives some ideas. The more native species that can be used the better, and I would 
recommend avoiding 'double-flowering' varieties.  
 
As I mentioned they are ground-nesters (using the slopes around the bus shelter, so areas of undisturbed ground are important for them 
to nest in. If there is the opportunity to incorporate rough/undisturbed areas of long woody vegetation that would offer opportunities for 
other pollinator species such as bumblebees.  
 
Having a variety of combination of flowering resources that provide an unbroken food supply is important: so a community of plants that 
will provide flowers from spring until autumn. Also a range of flower 'types' including more open flowers (such as 'daisies'), which are 
accessible to species with short tongues. 

• Yellow-legged Mining Bees: Asteraceae, Apiaceae 

• Brassicaceae: Alyssum, Aubretia,  

• Ericaceae: Erica 

• Lamiaceae: Betony, Bugle, Catmint, Salvia, Hyssop, Lavandula, Marjoram, mints 

• Fabaceae: clovers, vetches, melilots, trefoils, sainfoins, brooms 

• Boraginaceae: Borage, Comfrey 

• Asteraceae: Chamomile, Chrysanthemum, Hemp-agrimony 

• Rosaceae: Meadowsweet,  

• Caryophyllaceae: Dianthus 

 

RECOMMENDATION: The committee discuss any alterations to planting ready for May 2020.  
 
 

 
Lorna Cooksey 
Assistant Clerk 
14.1.2020 
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