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Dear Colleagues 

Update on District Plan 

You will know that on 20 February 2017, the Inspector appointed to run our District Plan examination 
released his interim findings on the Council’s housing provision figure. This followed 8 days of 
hearings to consider this matter during which the Council put forward its arguments forcefully. 

He has stated that he considers the District can deliver 1026 dwellings per annum (dpa). This 
contrasts with the 800dpa that the Council considers is deliverable. 

As you would expect the Council is staggered by these interim findings which seem to bear little 
relation to the evidence we have presented to the Inspector. You will be aware that we have 
retained top consultants and experts to assist us in both developing and presenting our evidence, so 
it is a matter of great concern that the Inspector seems to have ignored our robust and well 
developed work. 

Since the Inspector issued his findings, we have been carefully considering our options. There are a 
number available to us including withdrawing the Plan or legally challenging the Inspector but they 
all involve delay, uncertainty and additional expenditure. So, before the Council commits to any of 
these options, we have been developing what we hope is a pragmatic way forward. 

We have today written to the Inspector suggesting that a deliverable and sensible way to proceed is 
with a housing requirement figure of 876dpa. This is much closer to our own provision figure of 
800dap but also shows that we have carefully considered the Inspector’s clearly expressed views 
that our number should be higher. 

Our proposal builds on the Inspector’s own work and the proposals in the Government’s recently 
issued White Paper. In simple terms our argument is that we accept the Inspector’s assessment of 
the housing provision needed with the exception of that  needed to help to meet the unmet needs 
of Crawley (150dpa).  

There are two reasons for suggesting this; firstly Crawley have confirmed that they do not have any 
unmet needs in the first 5 years for their plan period and secondly the Inspector has already 
concluded that the appropriate way to consider the unmet needs of Brighton is through an existing, 
sub regional partnership of local authorities that is already working to carefully consider this complex 
issue.  Therefore our argument is that the existing partnership should also be the way Crawley’s 
unmet needs are considered.  

The Inspector has already concluded that a reasonable timeframe for this sub regional work is within 
5 years, which aligns well proposals in the White Paper that all Plans should be reviewed in whole or 
in part every 5 years. 
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We hope that the approach outlined above provides a manageable way forward. We believe that 
with 2/3 months of additional work with developers we should be able to demonstrate a 5 year land 
supply on 876dpa. Potentially this means we could have a sound Plan and defensible land supply 
without significant delay, further uncertainty and expense. 

In addition we hope this approach may allow us to minimize the immediate impact on 
Neighbourhood Plans. However, the Inspector has made it clear that he does not share the District’s 
enthusiasm for Neighbourhood Planning. Early in the process he stated that he felt it had failed to 
deliver sufficient housing. This is difficult for us all and we will need to wait until the end of the 
Examination process to see what actions the Inspector will require us to take in relation to 
Neighbourhood Plans.  

Meantime we hope the Inspector will carefully consider our proposal for a way forward on the District 
Plan. We believe it is reasonable and deliverable. It will only offer a solution in the medium term but 
as the Housing White paper proposes many significant changes to the Plan making process, we are 
not suggesting anything that is not likely to happen anyway. 

The Government is determined to deliver significantly more housing and all our region will be 
affected by this. We will need to continue to work together to address the challenges associated with 
this. I look forward to continuing to  work collaboratively with you. 

We now await the Inspector’s response to our proposal. Any support you can offer would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Regards 

 


