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Devolution Bid 

Submitted 

 
 
 

 

A bid to boost productivity and economic growth in three of England’s 

strongest performing counties was formally submitted to the Government 

on 8 September. 

 

The partners in the Three Southern Counties (3SC), (East Sussex, Surrey 

and West Sussex) aim to take greater control over their road and rail 

network, provide confidence in housing delivery, pioneer new digital 

technology and launch University Enterprise Zones to support high-tech 

businesses. 

 

The devolution prospectus, submitted to Local Government Secretary Greg 

Clark, has been drawn up in partnership with 44 organisations.  These 

include 23 district and borough councils, three local enterprise partnerships, 

12 clinical commissioning groups and two police forces, as well as the South 

Downs National Park and East Sussex Fire & Rescue Service.  A formal 

concordat with neighbouring Brighton and Hove Council is also being drawn 

up.  A copy of the prospectus can be found at 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/5792/three-counties-devolution-

prospectus.pdf 

 

Louise Goldsmith, David Hodge and Keith Glazier, the Leaders of the three 

County Councils, said in a joint statement: “This is the first step in a 

journey to deliver the powers we need to create jobs, transform our public 

services and improve our road and rail network for our communities. It is 

an opportunity to build on our significant strengths to fulfil the potential of 

East and West Sussex and Surrey for the benefit of our residents and the 

rest of the country.  We will work with all our partners to develop these 

proposals and harness our economic clout.  This plan will bring together 

local expertise to truly transform services in the interest of our communities 

and businesses.” 

 

The three councils will now work together to further develop the proposals. 

Portfolio Holder: Louise Goldsmith 

 
 

West Sussex 

Exam Results 
Improve 
 

 
 

 
 

Initial figures indicate that West Sussex students have achieved significant 

successes in this year’s GCSE results. 

 

Results, as measured by the 5A*-C including English and maths, have 

improved from last year’s result of 58 per cent to around 61 per cent this 

year – a three per cent rise. 

 

Of the county’s 37 secondary schools, well over half have improved their 

results compared to last year. Although the figures need to be validated 

later this year, once again the rise is likely to place West Sussex above the 

national average. 

 

A level results from school sixth forms across West Sussex have also 

increased slightly since last year. 

 

Early reports provided by sixth forms showed that young people in West 

Sussex continue to perform well at A2 (the full A Level that most students 

take at the age of 18 at the end of a two year course) and AS level (taken 

either by most students at age 17 after one year or as an addition to A2 at 

18). 

https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/5792/three-counties-devolution-prospectus.pdf
https://www.westsussex.gov.uk/media/5792/three-counties-devolution-prospectus.pdf
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The A2 grades for A* to E were slightly up in comparison with those 

achieved in 2014, however, the proportion of passes at A* to B were 

slightly down, which reflects the picture nationally. 

 

Jeremy Hunt, West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Education 

and Skills, said: “This year’s results are a fantastic achievement and are a 

clear testament to how hard our students have studied throughout the year. 

 

“Being above the national average shows the high quality of schooling in 

the county, whether they are local authority maintained schools or 

academies.” 

 

More detailed exams results will be available later in the year once figures 

have been confirmed and verified. 

Portfolio Holder: Jeremy Hunt 

 
 

Campaign for 
fairer funding 

for West 
Sussex schools 
taken to 

Education 
Secretary 

 

 

 

West Sussex County Council Cabinet Member for Education and Skills, 

Jeremy Hunt, has joined a delegation of MPs to express concerns over a 

serious lack of funding for schools in the county. 

 

The group, led by Mid Sussex MP, Sir Nicholas Soames MP, met the 

Education Secretary, Nicky Morgan MP, and the Education and Childcare 

Minister, Sam Gyimah MP, who is responsible for school funding, at the 

House of Commons on 9 September. 

 

Arundel & South Downs MP Nick Herbert, Worthing West MP Sir Peter 

Bottomley, Horsham MP Jeremy Quin, East Worthing & Shoreham MP Tim 

Loughton, Crawley MP Henry Smith and Nick Gibb, the Schools Minister and 

MP for Bognor Regis & Littlehampton, were also present. 

 

Jeremy Hunt said: “I was very pleased to be able to join this meeting and I 

am grateful to the West Sussex MPs for raising this important issue. 

 

"West Sussex is the lowest funded county council and the fourth lowest 

funded local authority nationally. Schools in West Sussex are missing out on 

millions of pounds of government money because of an outdated funding 

system which is simply not fair. 

 

“I welcome the government’s current review of the funding formula and I 

look forward to hearing more details of how our schools will be more fairly 

funded in the near future.” 

Portfolio Holder: Jeremy Hunt 

 
 

New Meals on 

Wheels 
provider 

announced  

 

 

A new provider has been named to deliver meals on wheels to residents in 

West Sussex.  From Monday October 19, the new provider will be apetito. 

 

Meals are delivered seven days a week to around 800 residents across West 

Sussex. 

 

apetito has run meals services across the country including Hampshire and 

East Sussex. It will take over from the current provider, the Royal Voluntary 

Service (RVS). 

 

The price customers pay for the hot lunch will remain at £4.20, exclusive of 

VAT, from October 19. However from April 1 2016, there will be an increase 

to £4.60 for a hot lunch, exclusive of VAT. VAT will not have to be paid by 
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those assessed as requiring care and support who may be amongst the 

most vulnerable in the community. 

Portfolio Holder: Peter Catchpole 

 
 

National 

Customer 
Service Week 
2015  

 

 

 

Monday 5 October 2015 marks the start of National Customer Service 

Week, and this year WSCC will be taking part. 

 

National Customer Service Week is an opportunity to raise awareness of 

good customer service and the vital role it plays in successful business 

practice and the performance of the UK economy. 

There will be activities taking place across the County Council during the 

week, with the chance to win great prizes and be recognised for the really 
great work that you do. All teams and services are encouraged to take part!  

For more information about National Customer Service Week, and details 

about the activities we have planned across WSCC, go to our dedicated 

National Customer Service Week page on The Point. 

Portfolio Holder: Bob Lanzer 

 
 

South Downs 
National Park 
Local Plan 

Consultation 
 

 

 

The South Downs National Park has opened a consultation on its preferred 

options for its Local Plan, and is encouraging everyone who lives in the 

National Park to give their feedback. 

 

The Local Plan will help shape future development in the National Park and 

takes the approach of putting the landscape first while still meeting the 

needs of communities and the local economy. The aim is to set high 

standards that all development proposed for the National Park must meet. 

It’s expected that the Local Plan will be adopted in 2017. 

  

Now the policies setting out the Local Plan have been agreed, the National 

Park is keen to hear what organisations, communities and individuals think. 

Special drop-in sessions are being held across the National Park for people 

to find out more: 

  

Visit the website at: https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/planning/planning-

policy/national-park-local-plan/local-plan-preferred-options-public-

consultation/ for more information on the Local Plan, to read the preferred 

options, and to find out how to take part in the consultation. 

  

The consultation closes on Wednesday 28 October 2015. 

Portfolio Holder: David Barling 

 

Contact: Robert Brady 
Policy Officer  

Policy and Communications  
Tel: 033022 22529 
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Forward Plan Decisions – Listed for September 

 

Leader Total Performance Monitor 

 

Children – 

Start of Life 

 

Education & 

Skills 

 

 

Children and families Plan 

 

 

Furniture Framework contract for Schools 

Adult Social 

Care & 

Health 

 

 

 

Community 

Wellbeing 

 

 

 

Highways 

and 

Transport 

 

 

Corporate 

Relations 

 

Finance 

Procurement of contracts for A Place to Live and Supported Living Services for 

Adults with Learning Disabilities  

Framework Agreement for Providers of Community Based Mental Health 

Support Services for Adults with Mental Health Needs 

Supported and Vocational Employment Service 

 

Future arrangements for the commissioning of Public Health Services for West 

Sussex currently provided within General Practices and Pharmacies 

Public Health Annual Report 2014/15: Live Well, Learn Well – the role of 

schools in promoting the health and wellbeing of children and young people 

 

Approval of a WSCC view regarding a new station to the North of Horsham 

Worthing Parking Review Formal Consultation 

Pound Hill and Three Bridges Design Consultation 

 

 

Customer Experience Programme: Full Business Case 

SAP Optimisation Programme 

 

Total Performance Monitor 

Review of Property Holdings 

 


