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Some Highlights of SDNPA Work – September 2015 

On The Ground 
 Staff and Volunteers led a well attended 7 mile guided walk as part of the Eastbourne Walking Festival. 

 11 days of flint-walling were completed on the Stanmer Park Estate in East Sussex. This included considerable 

volunteer input and also four staff undertaking the John Muir award.  

 Wildflower, ancient meadow management and clearance of tumuli were carried out at Lewes golf club. 

 Undesignated chalk grassland surveys were completed and submitted to Sussex Biodiversity Records centre for 

digitisation. 

 Surfacing works on the extension of the Centurion Way which leads to West Dean were completed. 

 Staff from South East Water led volunteers in works to encourage visits by ospreys to Arlington Reservoir. 

 A joint Trash in, Cache out Geocache event was held at Kithurst Hill with West Sussex volunteer rangers. 

 Volunteers carried out coppicing and scrub clearance at various locations across the National Park.  

 90 people attended the Heath Forum held at the South Downs Centre. The day included a site visit to Graffham 

Common and presentations including an update on the Heathlands Reunited project. 
 Heathland birch and gorse were removed from Chapel Common and Ambersham Common, West Sussex.  

 Mink rafts were installed along the Rother Valley in conjunction with the Arun and Rother River Conservation 

Project.  

 The Volunteer Ranger Service’s Annual General Meeting was held in Lewes and included a talk on Vernacular 

building materials in the area, guided walks around historic buildings and an important urban nature reserve. 

 In August the South Downs Volunteer Ranger Service’s volunteers carried out 79 practical, promotional and 

training tasks across the National Park giving a total of 363 days of volunteer support. 

 

People and Places 

Learning and Outreach 

 Staff represented the SDNPA at the Treloar School Employers event aimed at widening career opportunities for 

students at this flagship school for disabilities in Holybourne. 
 Staff took part in delivering John Muir Leader training to 17 practitioners at the Sustainability Centre, Hampshire.  

 Over 180 Portsmouth school children took part in a variety of activities promoting woodland as part of a 

schools countryside day at the Bereleigh Estate with Hampshire Country Learning. 

Sustainable Travel 

 Our programme of Discovery Rides continued across the National Park. Well-attended themed rides found 

participants taking teddy bears on a picnic and learning about military archaeology. A Click and Ride event showed 

cyclists how to get the best out of their cameras and smartphones and 200 people attended the Pedal Cinema 

evening in Peacehaven where the open air cinema projector was powered by bike. 
 Work began on the Egrets Way shared path in East Sussex. 

 Staff were involved in an extensive photo shoot of cycling locations across the National Park as part of a wider 

project involving Visit England and our LSTF partners. The photos will be added to our existing photo library and 

will be used to promote cycling and walking in the South Downs.  

Access  

 Surfacing of the Drove Road path, Woodingdean, Brighton was completed using the novel new material 

“flexipave” which is made of recycled tyre chippings and stone and is very durable and highly porous allowing 

good drainage. The Drove Road multi-user path is part of the Cycle Ambition programme funded by the Dept 

for Transport. 

Living Landscapes 

Biodiversity 

 Significant progress was made on the writing of the Life+ Woodland funding bid (led by the National Trust). The 

Trust aims to submit this bid in early October; key partners are the SDNPA, Natural England and Sussex 

Wildlife Trust. Key elements of the project are restoring and reconnecting a matrix of semi-natural woodland 

and associated habitats; protecting and enhancing populations of rare woodland bats and other priority species, 
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protecting and enhancing dark night skies, and working with planners and land managers to encourage sensitive 

and sustainable development land management. If successful the project will start in autumn 2016. 

 Staff attended the official opening of the SITA-funded ‘bat barn’ on the Slindon Estate (owned by the National 

Trust) which included a talk about bat species likely to use the barn and an explanation on how the building has 

been specially adapted for bats. 

 A draft response to the Government’s current consultation on oil and gas exploration in protected areas was 

put together.  

 Staff attended the annual National Park Ecologists workshop in the North York Moors to share the results of 

the recent Thomson Ecology Habitat Connectivity and Opportunity Mapping for the South Downs. 

Planning and Sustainable Futures 

The South Downs Local Plan 

 The South Downs Local Plan: Preferred Options was published for consultation on Wednesday 2 September for 

eight weeks. 
 Three Parish Workshops focusing on the Local Plan were held for all the parish councils in the National Park. 

 Five Local Plan roadshows to explain the Local Plan to local people and encourage them to make comments 

were held across the National Park. 

Other Plans 

 The Decision Statement on the Petersfield Plan was approved by Planning Committee. This means that the plan 

will go to referendum in November. 

 The National Park Authority (NPA) commented on the pre-submission version of the Findon Neighbourhood 

Development Plan (NDP) and the Milland NDP and Clapham NDP have been submitted to the NPA. 

Food and Drink Portal 

 250 businesses have now registered on the South Downs Food and Drink portal. A well-attended celebration 

and promotion event for the Portal was held at Rathfinney Wine Estate as part of British Food Fortnight. 

Communications and Engagement 
 

Media 

 Trevor Beattie was interviewed on BBC Sussex to encourage people to comment on the Local Plan consultation. 
 Extensive coverage for our story about the otter returning to the River Rother included interviews with 

Apprentice Ranger Chris on BBC South Today, BBC Sussex and BBC Radio Solent. 
 The Portsmouth News ran a large weekend feature about the work of our Western Downs ranger team. 

 
Events  

 September was an incredible busy month with several events attended each weekend. The highlight was our 

Secrets of the Heath event in Petersfield attracting several thousand visitors. We also attended Alresford Show, 

Findon Sheep Fair, Fernhurst Furnace, West Grinstead Ploughing Match, Elsted Apple Pressing Day, Pulborough 

Harvest Fair, Bark in the Park in Petworth Park, Steyning Big Picnic and Discovering Friston’s Airfield. 

Publications 

 The new South Downs public transport leaflet and map was published showing all the bus routes in the National 

Park, plus connecting routes from surrounding areas. 

Bus Wraps 

 Compass buses were the first bus company to dress there buses with the National Park shared identity artwork 

and imagery. The 99 Petworth to Chichester and the 125 Lewes to Eastbourne buses are now proudly 

promoting the National Park identity and sustainable travel throughout the South Downs. 

 

Visitor Exhibition in South Downs Centre 

 This month, 453 people visited the South Downs Centre exhibition area – there have been a total of 5,908 

visitors since May 2014. 


