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BRIEIFING NOTE  
 
Re:  A2300 Science Park  
 
1.  The purpose of this note is to set out proposed key points for a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with MSDC in 
connection with the aspirational A2300 Science Park. 
 
2.  Reference is made to the Submission Draft District Plan  - March 2015, Policy DP2  which explains the basis of the 
aspiration for a Science Park, with an indicative site south of the A2300, west of Cuckfield Road, in the Parish.  A liaison 
meeting between members and officers of MSDC and the Parish Council took place on 7 July 2015, at which the matter of the 
Science Park was raised.  Previously the Parish  Council has raised its objection to the Science Park (HP&SCPC ltr 15 
January 2015)  
 
3.  At the meeting of the Strategic Planning working Group  (7 July 2015  Minute SP15/012) it was suggested that a 
Memorandum of Understanding could be proposed between MSDC and the Parish Council which would set out the key areas 
of concern in connection with the aspirational A2300 Science Park, which would have to be investigated and addressed before 
the Parish Council considered its support.  If this MoU was in place, then the Parish Council would consider withdrawing its 
outright objection to the Park, which would then be subsequently considered on its overall merits.  It is believed that 
MSDCwould be agreeable ot such an arrangement.   
 
4.  The following key points are suggested for further consideration:   

a) The Parish Council notes that a site for an aspirational ‘Science Park’ is shown on the District Plan in the parish of 
Hurstpierpoint and Sayers Common on the A2300 west of the Cuckfield Road.  

b) The Parish Council views the site position in the Plan as indicative of a proposed location for the sole purpose of 
developing a university sponsored research facility  

c) The Parish Council agrees with the LPA position that this indicative siting does not constitute a change of use of the 
land from countryside to commercial. 

d) The Parish Council understands that the demand, proposed uses, viability, deliverability, funding and specific site 
selection for the proposed science park will be the subject of a detailed feasibility report to be prepared by the LPA in 
Autumn 2015 

e) The Parish Council requests agreement from the LPA to consult fully with the PC in reaching any conclusions on the 
feasibility report and in particular on formulating recommendations for future action, developing measures to mitigate 
the environmental impact of any development and agreeing the ‘planning gain to accrue to the Parish from any 
development       

 
5.  The Council is asked to agree that these key  points are the basis of a MoU to be agreed with MSDC.   
 

RECOMMENDATION  to Council:  The Council offers a A2300 Science Park Memorandum of 
Understanding to MSDC, to agree key areas to be investigated and addressed before the Parish 
Council considers its support.   

 
 
Stephen Hoyles 
CLERK TO THE COUNCIL 
9 July 2015 


